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The  replacement  pullet 
hatch  has  an  important  bear- 
ing on  the  future  size  of 
the  laying  flock.  Culling  and 
mortality  also  affect  flock 
size.  Thus,  changes  in  the 
pullet  replacement  hatch 
tend  to  be  only  partly  re- 
flected in  changes  in  flock 
size,  particularly  when  there 
are  large  changes. 

The  replacement  pullet 
hatch  for  the  10  months  end- 
ing in  April  declined  13  per- 
cent from  a  year  earlier. 
This  would  suggest  egg  pro- 
duction sharply  below  year- 
earlier  levels  in  the  second 
half.  However,  culling  is  ex- 
pected to  be  about  average; 
and  the  size  of  the  laying 
flock  on  January  1,  1969, 
is  likely  to  be  moderately 
smaller  than  at  the  begin- 
ning of  1968. 


CHANGES  IN  REPLACEMENT  HATCH  AND 
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SUMMARY  * 


Poultry  has  benefited  .this  year 
from  expanded  demand  for  meat  stimulated 
by  rising  consumer  income,  high  employ- 
ment, and  increasing  population.  Sup- 
plies of  poultry  meat  in  the  first 
quarter  were  near  year-earlier  levels, 
and  prices  were  substantially  nigner. 
Altnough  supplies  of  competing  red  meats 
increased  slightly,  their  prices  have 
averaged  nigher.     Poultry  v/ill  continue 
to  face  strong  competition  from  large 
supplies  of  red  meat  in  the  second  half. 
But  with  continuing  strong  demand, 
poultry  prices  are  expected  to  aversige 
above  those  of  a  year  earlier. 


Eggs:    Production  of  eggs  in  the 
first  quarter  was  2  percent  above  a  year 
earlier.    Output  in  April  was  about  the 
same  as  a  year  earlier  and  in  May  was 
1  percent  below  the  same  month  last  year. 
Fewer  replacement  pullets  are  being  added 
to  the  laying  flock  and  fewer  chicks  are 
being  hatched  for  replacement  in  the  fall. 
Tnis  is  expected  to  reduce  flock  size 
and  egg  production  in  the  second  half. 

Prices  to  producers  for  eggs  averaged 
30.6  cents  per  dozen  in  the  first  quarter-- 

*The  summary  of  this  report  released 
on  June  12,  I968. 
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h.2  cents  below  a  year  ago.     Prices  de- 
clined seasonally  in  April  and  May  to 
average  27.0  cents  per  dozen  in  May — 
about  2  cents  below  prices  a  year  ago. 
Wholesale  prices  in  major  markets 
shov/ed  some  increase  during  the  first 
v;eek  in  June.    Prices  during  the  second 
naif  of  1968  are  expected  to  increase 
gradually.    In  the  fall,  prices  likely 
v;ill  average  substantially  above  last 
fall's  prices. 

Broilers :    January- Juxie  broiler 
production  may  be  slightly  below  output 
in  the  first  half  of  I967.     Output  in 
the  second  quarter  will  likely  be  about 
2  percent  below  that  of  a  year  earlier. 
Production  in  the  last  half  is  expected 
bo  be  moderately  above  leist  year,  in 
response  to  lower  feed  costs  and  higher 
prices . 

The  9"City  average  v/holesale  price 
for  ready- bo-cook  broilers,  ab  27.0 
cents  per  pound  in  the  first  quarter, 
was  1  cent  above  year-earlier  levels. 
In  April  and  May,  they  averaged  27-^ 
cenbs  per  pound,  2  cenbs  above  year- 
earlier  prices.    Broiler  prices  during 
the  second  half  are  expected  to  be 
strengtnened  by  higrier  prices  for 
competing    meats  and  average  above 
last  year's  levels. 

Turkeys :     Turkey  meat  production 
in  the  first  quarter  v/as  about  3  percent 
above  last  year's  level.     But  output 
in  the  second  quarter  niay  be  cut  to 
about  half  biiat  of  a  year  earlier. 
Tnrough  April,   there  was  a  good  move- 
ment of  turkey  out  of  cold  storage. 
This  is  expected  to  continue,  reducing 
cold  storage  holdings  to  more  moderate 
levels  by  mid-year. 

Poult  placenients  and  eggs  sot 
point  to  a  reduction  in  turkey  output 
this  year  at  least  as  large  as  the  l'+ 


percent  cut  indicated  by  January  in- 
tentions.    If  this  level  of  outx^ut  is 
obtained,  supplies  will  be  smaller  in 
tae  m.ain  marketing  season.     Prices  are 
expected  to  average  moderately  higiier 
than  last  year. 

Eivj.  Production  Lower,  Prices  Improving 

Egg  production  in  May,  at  6.1  billion, 
v.'as  1  percent  belov/-  the  high  level  of  a 
year-earlier.    There  were  more  layers 
than  a  year  earlier  but  the  rate  of  lay 
v;as  the  lowest  for  the  month  since  1958- 
Egg  production  in  the  second  quarter  may 
turn  out  to  be  slightly  below  year- 
earlier  levels,  but  still  v;ill  be  v/ell 
above  the  I962-66  average  for  the  period. 

Prices  to  producers  averaged  30.6 
cents  per  dozen  in  first  quarter  I968, 
U.2  cents  below  prices  in  the  same  period 
a  year  ago.    Prices  declined  seasonally, 
from  30. h  cents  per  doi:en  in  Marcn  to 
28.6  cents  in  April  eind  to  27.0  cents  in 
May. 

During  the  first  week  in  June,  vmole- 
sale  egg  prices  in  major  markets  increased, 
as  reported  receipts  of  eggs  from  farmers 
went  belov/  year-earlier  levels  and  breaking 
activity  increased  seasonally. 

Shell  Ep!:g  Consumption  Hi.qh 

Civilians  consumed  an  average  of  7^ 
eggs  per  person  in  the  first  quarter,  com- 
pared with  72  eggs  per  person  a  year 
earlier.    This  was  the  highest  first-quar- 
ter level  since  I962.     However,  v/ith  pop- 
ulation increasing  and  available  supplies 
expected  to  be  belov;  year-earlier  levels, 
per  capita  cons'omption  through  the  rest 
of  the  year  probably  v/Lll  average  be- 
low year-earlier  levels.     For  the  year, 
consujaption  per  person  may  be  2  to  U  per- 
cent below  the  326  eggs  (289  shell  eggs. 
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and  the  equivalent  of  37  shell  eggs  as 
processed)  for  1967,  with  a  decline  likely 
for  processed  as  well  as  shell  eggs. 

Liquid  egg  production  in  the  first 
k  months  of  1968  was  12  percent  below  a 
year  earlier.    Use  of  eggs  for  breaking 
increased  seasonally  during  April,  but  war 
still  11  percent  below  April  I967.  While 
egg  prices  so  far  this  year  have  been  re- 
latively more  favorable  for  breaking  than 
a  year  ago,  stocks  of  frozen  smd  dried 
eggs  are  at  a  higher  level.    Cold  stor- 
age holdings  of  frozen  eggs  on  May  1 
anounted  to  86  million  pounds,  27  percent 
above  a  year  earlier.    Because  of  the  high 
level  of  stocks  and  the  expected  increase 
in  prices  of  shell  eggs,  liquid  egg  pro- 
duction in  the  second  half  will  likely 
continue  below  year-earlier  levels.  In 
recent  years,  12  to  15  percent  of  second 
quarter  egg  output  has  been  used  for  pro- 
duction of  liquid  eggs.    The  annual  aver- 
age is  8  to  10  percent. 

About  95  irj.ll ion  dozen  eggs  were 
used  for  hatching  in  the  first  quarter, 
down  5  percent  from  last  year.    This  was 
about  6  percent  of  total  production  during 
the  period.    The  use  of  eggs  for  hatching 
in  the  second  quarter  may  increase  1  to 
2  percent  from  a  year  earlier,  due  to  an 
increase  in  broiler  hatchings.    With  in- 
creased demand  for  both  egg-smd  broiler- 
type  chicks,  the  use  of  eggs  for  hatching 
is  expected  to  increase  in  the  second 
half  of  1968. 

Military  purchases  were  up  slightly 
during  the  first  quarter.    This  outlet 
accounted  for  nearly  2  percent  of  pro- 
duction during  the  period. 

Exports  and  shipments  of  eggs  and 
egg  products  in  the  first  qmrter  amounted 
to  the  equivalent  of  12  million  dozen, 
about  10  percent  above  a  year  earlier. 
This  represented  about  1  percent  of  pro- 
duction during  the  period.    Most  of  the 
increase  was  in  the  export  of  hatching 
eggs,  as  exports  of  other  items  showed 
little  change  from  a  year  earlier. 


2r\g.  Product  FuTC':iase  Pl-ograir: 

In  May,  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
"cure  annovinced  plans  to  purchase  dehy- 
drated scrambled  egg  mix  for  use  in  the  do- 
:;.estic  food  help  program.    Initial  purchases 
for  shipment  by  July  31,  I968  will  approx- 
imate 10  million  pounds  of  product  con- 
taining 51  percent  whole  egg  solids.  This 
represents  about  15  million  dozen  eggs — 
about  1.6  percent  of  June  and  July  pro- 
duction.   Specifications  require  that  the 
liquid  whole  egg  from  shell  eggs  of  cur- 
rent production,  produced  in  the  United 
States,  and  of  large  or  medivtm  size,  U.S. 
Procurezaent  Grade  I.  Purchases  through 
June  12  amounted  to  k.O  million  pounds  at 
a  cost       $U.2  million. 

Fowl  Purchase  Program 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  also 
arjiounced  plans  in  May  to  purchase  canned 
whole  fowl.     Initial  plans  are  to  buy 
approximately  32  million  canned  fowl  for 
shipment  beginning  in  June  and  continuing 
through  January  1969.    Fowl  purchased  under 
this  program  are  to  be  used  in  the  domes- 
tic food  help  program.    Through  June  12, 
purchases  anounted  to  2  million  fowl,  at  a 
cost  of  $1.6  roliion. 


Production  Lower,  Prices  Higher 
In  Second  Half 

April- June  egg  production  is  at  a 
seasonal  high  and  is  expected  to  average 
near  last  year's  level.    On  June  1,  there 
were  309  million  hens  and  pullets  of 
laying  age,  slightly  less  than  a  year 
earlier.    The  unusually  large  number  of 
pullet  replacements  added  to  the  laying 
flock  last  spring  is  now  reaching  the 
end  of  a  year  in  production.    The  rate 
that  these  layers  are  culled  from  the 
laying  flock,  force  molted  and  kept  in  the 
flock,  or  held  for  longer  periods  will 
have  a  strong  bearing  on  total  flock  size 
and  egg  production- -particularly  in  the 
last  half  of  the  year.    Changes  in  these 
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management  practices  could  modify  the 
effect  on  flock  size  of  reduced  numbers 
of  replacement  pullets  being  added. 
Nevertheless,  in  the  next  few  months, 
layer  numbers  are  expected  to  decline 
further  below  those  of  1967.    As  a  result, 
egg  production  in  the  second  half  likely 
will  drop  significantly  below  year-earlier 
levels . 

With  a  gradual  cutback  from  a  high 
level  of  production,  egg  prices  have  be- 
gun to  rise  and  are  expected  to  ^strengthen 
more  than  seasonally.    This  fall,  they 
likely  will  average  substantially  above 
last  fall':;  average  of  30.3  cents  a  dozen. 

Smaller  Laying  Flock  In  Prospect 

Additions  of  replacement  pullets 
to  the  nation's  laying  flock  during  the 
first  half  of  I968  have  been  sharply  be- 
low those  of  a  year  earlier.     Pullet  re- 
placements were  down  about  5  percent  in 
the  first  quarter.    Second  quarter  re- 
placem.ents  likely  will  be  15  to  20  per- 
cent below  the  high  levels  of  a  year 
earlier. 

First  half  replacement  hatchings, 
which  will  enter  the  laying  flock  in  the 
third  and  fourth  quarters,  will  apparent- 
ly be  about  15  percent  below  1967  levels. 
The  total  replacement  hatch  in  first 
quarter  I968  was  71.3  million — down  17 
percent  from  a  year  earlier.  Second 
quarter  hatchings  will  also  be  sharply 
reduced — possibly  as  much  as  12  to  lU 
percent  below  the  105.7  million  hatched 
last  year. 

Total  egg- type  hatchings  are  at 
their  seasonal  peak  in  the  second  quarter. 
However,  in  recent  years  hatchings  in  the 
second  quarter  have  been  trending  lower, 
while  the  sma.ller  third  and  fourth  qmr- 
ter  hatchings  have  been  moving  higher. 
The  effect  of  these  changes  in  hatching 
season  has  been  a  "smoothing"  of  wide 
seasonal  fluctuations  in  the  number  of 
layers  during  the  year. 

The  total  replacement  hatch  is 
affected  somewhat  by  changes  in  the 
number  of  pullets  hatched  for  the  broil- 
er hatchery  supply  flock. 


The  number  of  pullets  added  to  broiler 
hatchery  supply  flocks  in  recent  years 
has  increased  with  the  expansion  of  broil- 
er production.     Broiler  pullet  chick 
placements  equaled  12  percent  of  the  total 
replacement  hatch  in  I967,  compared  €0  7 
percent  in  1956. 

Second  half  replacement  hatchings 
may  be  well  above  last  year's  for  2 
reasons:    (l)  The  resumption  of  the  trend 
of  increasing  "off-season"  egg- type  hatch- 
ings in  response  to  expected  egg  price  im- 
provement; and  (2)  increased  hatchings  of 
pullets  for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks. 
The  hatching  requirements  may  be  lessened 
somewhat  by  recycling  or  forced  molting 
of  older  egg- type  hens.    However,  no 
measure  is  available  to  judge  the  extent 
of  recycling  and  it's  possible  effect  on 
layer  number  this  fall  and  winter. 

Much  of  the  gain  in  the  number  of 
layers  in  1967  and  early  1968  cam  be 
attributed  to  sharp  increases  in  hatchings 
beginning  in  second  quarter  I966  and 
especially  large  third  and  fourth  quarter 
1966  hatchings.    Declines  from  a  year 
earlier  began  in  the  second  quarter  of 
1967,  when  egg  prices  sagged.  Hatchings 
in  third  and  fourth  quarters  of  this  year 
are  expected  to  increase  and  thus  will 
begin  to  affect  layer  numbers  in  the  first 
half  of  1969.    Even  so,  layer  numbers  may 
continue  to  decline  until  at  least  mid- 
1969. 

Culling  of  laying  flocks  in  first 
quarter  I968  was  down  from  a  year  earlier. 
Slaughter  of  mature  fowl  under  Federal 
Inspection  in  the  first  quarter,  at  hi. 3 
million,  was  8  percent  below  first  quarter 
1967.    But  it  was  well  above  the  3^.9  mil- 
lion slaughtered  in  the  first  quarter  of 
1966. 

Slaughter  in  recent  weeks  has  con- 
tinued below  year-earlier  levels.    But  it 
is  still  relatively  heavy,  compared  with 
most  recent  years,  indicating  continued 
hea^/y  i.iovement  of  layers  exit  oi'  the  floe"''. 

It  appears  that  the  laying  flock 
likely  will  be  3  to  6  percent  smaller  by 
the  end  of  the  year  than  at  the  end  of 


-  6  - 


JUNE  1968 


last  year.    This  estimate  takes  into  con- 
sideration the  size  smd  age  composition 
of  the  Isiylng  flock,  number  of  pullet 
chicks  started  for  replacements,  changes 
in  the  size  of  the  broiler  supply  flock, 
and  recent  egg  prices. 

BROILERS 

Production  Lower;  Prices  Higher 

Broiler  production  in  the  first 
half  of  this  year  likely  will  be  about  1 
percent  under  the  same  period  last  year. 
Output  in  the  first  quarter  was  about  the 
seLT.e  as  a  year  earlier,  but  br  -  iler  chick 
placements  for  marketing  in  the  second 
quarter  were  down  about  2  percent. 

Rising  consumer  incomes,  little 
change  in  supplies  of  competing  red  meats, 
and  poptilation  gains  are  strengthening 
the  demand  for  broilers.    Despite  con- 
petition  from  larger  storage  supplies  of 
turkey,  broiler  prices  in  recent  months 
have  averaged  significantly  above  those 
of  a  year  earlier. 

From  mid- February  through  May 
wholesale  prices  of  ready  to  cook  broilers 
in  9  m^jor  markets  averaged  27.9  cents  per 
pound,  2  cents  above  prices  in  the  same 
period  last  year. 

Hatchery  Supply  Flock  May  Increase 

Pullet  chick  placements  for  the 
broiler  hatchery  supply  flock  in  April 
were  7  percent  higher  than  in  April  1967. 
This  is  the  first  increase  over  year-ear- 
lier rates  since  Febniary  I967.  Pullet 
chick  placements  during  the  next  few 
months  are  expected  to  be  at  least  as 
large  as  1967. 

Placements  in  the  second  quarter 
will  largely  determine  the  size  of  the 
hatchery  supply  flock  into  the  spring  of 
1969.    Improved  broiler  prices  so  far 
this  year  and  a  rebuilding  of  the  hatchery 
supply  flock  (which  is  now  well  below  last 
year's  high  level)  will  likely  lead  to  in- 
creased placements.    In  recent  years, 
changes  in  the  size  of  the  hatchery  supply 
flock  have  not  had  a  direct  effect  on 
broiler  production,  due  to  changes  in  the 
utilization  of  hatching  eggs. 


Moderate  Gain  in  Output  Expected 

Broiler  production  in  the  last 
half  of  1968  is  expected  to  be  moderately 
above  levels  of  a  year  earlier,  when 
fourth  quarter  output  was  cut  sharply. 
Improved  broiler  prices  and  lower  feed 
costs  have  provided  some  incentive  to 
expand  production.    Some  offsetting 
factors  are  higher  hatching  egg  prices  and 
generally  increasing  costs  for  other  items 
used  in  production,  processing,  and  mar- 
keting.   Feed  costs  in  the  last  half  of 
1968  may  not  change  greatly  because  of 
the  high  level  of  output  of  corn  and  soy- 
bean meal.    Feed  manufacturing  costs  are 
expected  to  rise,  however. 

Broiler  prices  in  the  second  half 
will  likely  continue  above  last  year's 
depressed  levels.    Little  change  is  ex- 
pected in  red  meat  supplies,  and  their 
prices  are  expected  to  average  above  year- 
earlier  levels .     Prospective  smaller  sup- 
plies of  turkeys  will  also  lend  strength 
to  broiler  prices. 

Chicken  Export  Payment  Program  Resximed 

Exports  of  whole  broilers  in  the 
first  quarter  I968  were  down  25  percent, 
compared  with  a  year  earlier.  Exports  of 
chicken  parts,  almost  all  from  broilers, 
were  up  13  percent.    Total  exports  were 
about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier. 


On  April  29,  the  Department  an- 
nounced the  resumption  of  the  Chicken  Ex- 
port Payment  Program  to  enable  U.S.  ex- 
porters to  compete  in  Switzerland  where 
other  countries  are  underselling  U.S. 
chickens  through  subsidy  programs.  Export 
payments  are  planned  for  6  million  pounds 
of  poultry  to  be  shipped  to  Sv/itzerland. 
As  of  June  12,  a  total  of  8IO  thousand 
pounds  of  young  chicken  had  been  accepted 
for  shipment  prior  to  August  28.  This 
progrsun  is  financed  by  Section  32  (Public 
Law  320)  funds. 

TURKEY 

Supplies  Above  Last  Year ' s 

Turkey  meat  production  in  the  first 
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quarter  of  1968  was  moderately  above  a 
year  earlier.    Production  in  the  second 
quarter  may  be  about  half  the  level  of  a 
year  ago,  as  placements  for  marketing  in 
this  period  were  cut  sharply  and  there 
are  fewer  breeder  turkeys  to  be  marketed. 
However,  cold  storage  holdings  continued 
record  large. 

Cold  storage  holdings  of  turkey  on 
May  1  at  225  million  pounds,  was  million 
pounds  above  a  year  earlier,  and  IO6  mil- 
lion pounds  above  the  1962-66  average. 

Through  May,  tiirkey  consumption  and 
exports  were  at  a  high  level,  resulting  in 
a  good  movement  out  of  cold  storage . 
From  January  1  to  May  1,  holdings  were 
reduced  by  1I+3  million  pounds,  compared 
with  a  reduction  of  91  million  pounds  a 
year  earlier.    Considering  current  whole- 
sale prices,  the  level  of  consumption  in 
the  second  quarter  in  recent  years,  and 
the  current  level  of  exports,  cold  stor- 
age stocks  by  July  1,  nay  be  near  last 
year's  record  high  level  of  I60  million 
pounds . 

Prices  Strengthen,  But 
Below  Last  Year ' s  Levels 

Prices  for  live  turkey  strengthened 
slightly  in  May  and  averaged  19.O  cents 
a  pound.    This  was  1.5  cents  above  the 
February  low,  but  0.5  cents  below  a  year 
earlier.    Prices  of  frozen  ready-to  cook 
turkey  in  major  markets  strengthened 
during  May- -particularly  for  heavier 
weight  birds.     Prices  for  fryer- roasters 
sind  lightweight  hens  continued  below 
heavyweight  toms,  reflecting  an  increased 
supply  of  lighter  weight  turkeys  ajid 
smaller  supplies  of  heavyweight  toms  for 
further  t)rocessing  and  insitiutional  use. 

1968  Turkey  Output  Down  Substantially; 
Higher  Prices  Expected 

Based  on  smaller  poult  hatchings 
and  eggs  settings,  turkey  meat  production 
for  the  year  will  likely  be  cut  well  be- 
low last  year's  record  output.  These 
indicators  point  to  a  15  percent  cut  in 
heavy  breeds  and  about  20  percent  cut  in 
light  breeds.    The  largest  cut  likely  will 
be  in  marketings  during  the  third  quarter. 


with  fourth  quarter  marketings  down  some- 
what less  than  last  year. 

With  indicated  smaller  output  of 
turkey  in  the  main  marketing  season,  and  a 
reduction  in  cold  storage  holdings  to  less 
price-depressing  levels,  prices  in  the 
main  marketing  season  are  expected  to 
average  moderately  above  last  year ' s 
level  of  19.5  cents  per  pound. 

Turkey  Exports  Up 

Exports  of  turkey  and  turkey  parts 
in  the  first  quarter  of  1968  were  up  3.3 
million  pounds  or  3^  percent  from  I967 
levels .    Exports  are  expected  to  continue 
above  year  earlier  levels  through  the 
summer  even  with  some  f\irther  increase  in 
price . 

INCOME  FROM  EGGS,  CHICKENS  AND 
TURKEYS  DOWN  IN  I967 

Cash  receipts  from  poultry  and  eggs 
ajnounted  to  $3.6  billion  in  I967.  Al- 
though 13  percent  below  1966,  it  was  9 
percent  above  the  1961-65  average.  Sale 
of  eggs  accounted  for  50  percent  of  cash 
receipts;  farm  value  of  broiler  production, 
3^  percent;  turkeys,  13  percent;  and  farm 
chickens,  3  percent.    Marketings  of  eggs, 
broilers,  and  turkeys  were  record  large, 
but  sharply  lower  prices  resiilted  in 
lower  total  cash  receipts. 

Eggs 

Sales  of  eggs  by  farmers  (including 
hatching  eggs)  totaled  5,717  million 
dozen  in  I967.    This  was  6  percent  above 

1966,  and  the  largest  year-to-year  in- 
crease in  sales  in  the  post  World  War  II 
period.     Prices  to  producers  averaged  31-2 
cents  per  dozen  for  the  year.    They  were 
7.9  cents  per  dozen  below  prices  in  1966 
and  3.1  cents  per  dozen  below  the  I961-65 
average.    Cash  receipts  from  the  sale  of 
eggs  totaled  $1,78^4-  million,  compared  with 
$2,llU  million  in  1966. 

Broilers  and  Chickens 

Cash  receipts  (farm  value)  from 
broilers  amounted  to  $1,223  million  in 

1967,  down  11  percent  from  the  record  1966 
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level.    A  2  percent  increase  in  the  sup- 
t>ly  of  broilers,  heavy  competition  from 
I'erl  meats,  and  large  tui'key  supplies 
cor.jined  to  depress  broiler  prices 
throughout  .T.ost  of  the  year.    Prices  for 
the  year  averaged  13-3  cents  per  pound— 
2.0  cents  below  1966  emd  the  lowest  in 
recent  years. 

Chic:^ens  (excluding  broilers)  ac- 
counted for  $93  million  in  cash  receipts 
in  1967,  compared  with  $100  million  the 
previous  year.     (Cash  receipts  from 
chickens  come  mostly  from  sales  of  egg- 
type  and  broiler- type  hens.)  About  ik 
percent  more  chickens  were  sold  in  1967 
than  in  1966;  prices  -..-ere  do\/n  almost  19 
percent. 

Tiirkeys 

A  12  percent  increase  in  live- 


./eight  turkey  production  in  I967  and  a 
:  6  percent  decline  in  averai.;e  prices 
combined  to  lower  cash  receipts  for  tur- 
key to  $1+59  million  from  $U86  million  in 
1966.    Through  most  of  the  year,  prices 
were  at  their  lowest  level  since  196I. 
Turkey  encountered  strong  competition 
from  red  meats  and  broilers.  However, 
the  large  supply  of  turkey  was  the  main 
contributing  factor  to  the  market  and 
price  problem.    Turkey  production  had 
expanded  each  year  since  I961.  This 
increasing  output  cleared  the  market  well, 
with  fairly  favorable  prices  through  1965. 
But  much  of  the  I966  increase  in  produc- 
tion moved  into  cold  storage,  resulting 
in  a  total  supply  for  I967  that  was  L3 
percent  higher  than  in  I966.    Also,  the 
market  for  further  ptocessed  turkey  pro- 
ducts (which  had  grown  rather  consistently, 
in  recent  years)  failed  to  expand  in  1967. 
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Eggs 


Year 

Average 
number 
of  layers 
on  hand 
during  the 
year 

Produced 

Consumed 
on  farms 
where 
produced 

Sold 

Price 
per 
dozen 

Value 

of- 

Per  layer  [ 
on  hand  [ 
during  the  ', 
year  2/ 

Tbtal 

Sales 

■  Sales  and 
!  consump- 
:  tion  3/ 

Ml  1 lion 

Mill  1  on 

Millions 

Number 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Centa 

dollars 

dollars 

1955 

309 

192 

59,526 

5,511 

39.5 

1,777 

1,955 

1956 

311 

197 

61,113 

5,189 

55,92»t 

39.3 

1,83U 

2,003 

1957 

307 

199 

61,026 

U,853 

56,173 

35.9 

1,682 

1,826 

1958 

30U 

202 

61,607 

1959 

306 

207 

63,335 

•♦,256 

59,079 

31. »♦ 

1,51*5 

1,656 

i960  J 

295 

209 

6l,U62 

3,782 

57,680 

36.0 

1,731 

l,8Ui 

1961          :  297 

210 

62,U23 

3,30'* 

59,509 

35.  D 

1,750 

IjOUO 

1962 

300 

212 

63,569 

3,026 

60,51*3 

33.8 

1,703 

1,787 

1963 

298 

213 

63,500 

2,729 

60,770 

3't.5 

1,71*7 

1,821* 

I96U 

301 

217 

65,215 

2,U39 

62,776 

33.8 

1,770 

1,836 

1965            i  302 

218 

65,692 

2,056 

63,636 

33.7 

1,788 

l,8l*U 

1966 

305 

218 

66,U8U 

1,612 

6ii,872 

39.1 

2,111* 

2,165 

1967  V  1 

318 

221 

70,161 

1,558 

68,603 

31.2 

1,781* 

1,823 

1/  Data  include  Alaska  and  Hawaii  beginning  in  196I, 

2/  Number  of  eggs  produced  during  the  year  di\rlded  by  the  average  number  of  layers  on  hand 
during  the  year. 

3/  Eggs  consumed  are  vcLLued  at  same  price  per  dozen  as  eggs  sold. 
y  Preliminary. 


Table    2. — Commerical  broiler  production,  average  liveweight, 
price  per  poiuid  and  value,  1955-67  1/ 


Production  | 

Average  t 
liveweight  : 
per  bird  ! 

Average  price  . 

Value  of 

Year 

Number 

:       Liveweight  : 

received  by  . 
producers  ; 
per  pound  . 

production 

£/ 

Millions 

Million 
pounds 

Pound 

Centa 

Million 
dollars 

1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 

1,092 
1,31*1* 
1,U1*8 
1,660 
1,737 

■ 

3,350 
1*,270 
1*,683 
5,1+31 
5,763 

3.07 
3.18 
3.23 
3.27 
3.32 

25.2 
19.6 
18.9 
18.5 
16.1 

8l*U 
838 
886 
1,002 
925 

i960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
I96I* 

t  1,795 
t  1,991 
t  2,023 
1  2,102 
!  2,161 

6,017 

6,832 
6,907 
7,276 
7,521 

3.35 
3M 
3.U1 
3. '♦6 
3.1*8 

16.9 
13.9 
15.2 
1U.6 
1I+.2 

l,Oll* 

91*7 
l,oU9 
1,063 
1,070 

1965 
1966 
1967  3/ 

!  2,33'* 

!  2,572 

'.  2,593 

8,115 

8,993 
9,186 

3.1*8 
3.50 
3.55 

15.0 
15.3 
13.3 

1,218 
1,372 
1,223 

1/  Includes  Alaska  and  Hawaii  beginning  in  196I. 

2/  Includes  cons^nnption  in  households  of  producers  which  is  less  than  1  percent  of 
total  production. 
3/  Preliminary. 
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Table    3 .--Nonbroiler  chicken:    Slaughter,  disposition  and  income,  I955-67  l/ 


Year 

Liveweight  slaiighter 

Price 
per 
pound 

Value  of- 

Average  per  bird 

Total 

Sales 

Sales  plus 
consump- 
tion 2/ 

:  Sold 

Consumed 
1  on  farms 
\  where 

[  produced 

All 

oOJjd 

Consumed 
on  farms 

where 
produced 

Sold  and 
consumed 

Million 

Mi  Hi  on 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

Cents 

dollars 

dollars 

1955 

3.0 

k.i 

1,215 

1,050 

18.6 

226 

307 

1956 

k.6 

3.6 

k.2 

1,157 

kkQ 

1,605 

16.0 

185 

258 

1957 

^.7 

3.6 

k.3 

1,006 

klk 

1,1+20 

13.7 

-LjO 

1958 

3.6 

k.3 

1,037 

397 

1,1+35 

ll+.O 

11*5 

200 

^.7 

3.6 

k.3 

1,087 

3U3 

1,1+29 

11.0 

120 

157 

i960 

k.Q 

3.6 

k.k 

866 

298 

1,161+ 

12.2 

105 

Ikl 

1961 

k.8 

3.6 

k.k 

902 

268 

1,170 

10.1 

91 

118 

1962 

k.Q 

3.6 

k.5 

920 

239 

1,159 

10.2 

93 

117 

1963 

k.Q 

3.6 

k.3 

908 

205 

1,112 

10,0 

91 

no 

I96I* 

k.Q 

3.7 

k.6 

937 

179 

1,116 

9.2 

86 

102 

1965 

k.Q 

3.7 

k.6 

968 

152 

1,120 

8.9 

86 

100 

1966 

k.9 

3.7 

k.l 

1,031* 

12k 

1,158 

9.7 

100 

112 

1967  1/ 

k.9 

3.7 

k.l 

1,172 

110 

1,282 

7.9 

93 

102 

1/  Does  not  include  cooanercial  broilers.    Includes  Alaska  and  Hawaii  beginning  in  I96I. 
2/  Farm  chickens  consumed  are  valued  at  same  price  per  pound  as  chickens  sold. 
^  Preliminary. 


Table    k. — Turkey:    Slaughter,  disposition,  and  income,  1955-67 


Ldveweight  slaughter 

Value  of- 

Average 

per  bird 

Total 

Price 

Year 

:  Consiimed 

per 

Sales 

:  oci  farms 

Sold  and 

pound 

Sales 

plus  con- 

Hens 

Tcms 

'  Fryers  : 

All 

Sold 

:  where 

consumed 

sumption 

:  produced 

2/ 

1/ 

:  1/ 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Poxinds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

Cents 

dollars 

dollars 

1955 

II+.I+ 

24.5 

8.3 

16.7 

1,079 

11.0 

1,090 

30.2 

326 

329 

1956 

ll*.3 

21*. 2 

8.1+ 

16.6 

1,21*7 

11.5 

1,259 

27.2 

339 

31*2 

1957 

ll*.3 

21*. 0 

8.3 

16.7 

1,31*8 

11.9 

1,360 

23.1* 

316 

319 

1958 

li*.3 

21*. 1 

8.1+ 

17.1 

1,338 

10.0 

1,31*8 

23.9 

320 

322 

1959 

11*. 3 

21*. 1* 

8.1+ 

17.0 

1,1*32 

8.2 

1,1*1*0 

23.9 

31*3 

31*5 

i960 

li*.5 

21*. 8 

8.7 

17.6 

1,1*63 

1,1*63 

25.1+ 

371 

371 

1961 

11*. 5 

2l*.l* 

8.7 

17.1* 

1,882 

1,882 

18.9 

356 

356 

1962 

1I+.6 

21+.8 

8.7 

17.7 

1,627 

1,627 

21.6 

352 

352 

1963 

1I+.8 

25.0 

8.7 

18.0 

1,691* 

1,691* 

22.3 

377 

377 

1961+ 

1I+.9 

25.1* 

8.7 

18.1 

1,821* 

1,82U 

21.0 

383 

383 

1965 

1I+.8 

25.1+ 

8.8 

18.1 

1,901 

1,901 

22.2 

1+21 

1*21 

1966 

1I+.9 

25.2 

8.9 

18.3 

2,107 

2,107 

23.1 

1*86 

1*86 

1967  k/ 

1I+.8 

25.1+ 

8.9 

18.6 

2,351 

2,351 

19.5 

1+59 

1*59 

2/  Added  from  unro\inded  data. 

3/  Turkeys  cons 
4/  Preliminary. 


3/  Turkeys  consumed  are  valued  at  the  same  price  per  pound  as  turkeys  sold. 
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Table    9. — Pullet  chicks  placed  for  laying  flocks,  by  months, 
1962-66  average  and  I967-68  to  date  1/ 


t 
* 

Month 

t  1962-66 
;          average  2/ 

\  1967 

.  1968 

!  Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

January 

:  18.0 

22.5 

19.2 

February  ; 

;  22.8 

26.1 

21.9 

March  j 

1  38.3 

36.7 

30.1 

AprU  ! 

!  U7.3 

ho. 7 

3U.9 

May  ! 

I  U1.9 

37^h 

June  ! 

I  25.7 

27.6 

July  ! 

\  18.1 

19.7 

August 

!  16.3 

20.7 

September  • 

16.6 

20.3 

October 

17.2 

19.1 

November 

!  15.6 

16.8 

December 

:  15.2 

16.2 

Total  : 

:  293.0 

303.9 

1/  One-half  egg-type  chick  hatched  plus  pullet  chicks  placed  domestically 
for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks  by  leading  breeders. 

2/  1962-63  exclude  placements  by  a  few  broiler  breeders  which  were  covered 
for  the  first  time  in  I96U. 
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Table  10. — Egg-type  replacement  hatch,  by  quarters,  1956-68 


Year 

First  j 
quarter  \ 

Second 
quarter 

Uiird  j 
quarter  | 

Fourth  \ 
quarter  [ 

Year 

!  Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

1956 
1957 
1958 

1959 
i960 
1961 
1962 
1963 

196i+ 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 


136. U 

97.9 
10U.3 

107.5 
66.6 
86.2 
73.7 
72.5 
kk.O 

63.9 
71.1 
76.1 
62.6 


151.^ 
123.8 
1U2.8 
121.3 
120.  i+ 
111.7 
109.6 
109.3 
107.0 

9^.5 
106.0 

95.2 


22.3 
17.2 
2i*.8 
20.6 

25.9 
32.1 
3^.0 
39.7 
^3.7 
i+5.3 
53.2 

52.3 


23.9 
20. U 

26.1+ 
21.0 
26.9 
32.9 
33.7 
35.9 
39.5 
U0.8 

U3.8 


33^.0 

259.^ 
298.2 

270.5 
239.8 

262.9 
251.0 

257.^ 
26k. 2 
2I+H.5 
284.7 
267.4 


Table  11. — Broiler  pullets  placed  for  hatchery  supply  flocks, 

by  quarters,  1956-1968 


Year  1/ 

:       First  j 

Second  i 

Uiird 

Fourth  ] 

Year 

[  queirter 

quarter 

quarter  . 

quarter  i 

;  Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

1956  i 

\  7.0 

8.1 

5.5 

5.6 

26.2 

1957  1 

:  6.4 

8.0 

5.0 

6.5 

25.9 

1958  ! 

I  7.0 

10.0 

7.9 

6.5 

31.4 

1959  ! 

:  7.3 

8.8 

5.5 

5.3 

26.9 

i960  ! 

I  6.1 

10.0 

6.6 

6.2 

28.9 

1961  J 

{  7.9 

10.0 

6.7 

5.2 

29.8 

1962  3 

I  7.8 

7.8 

7.2 

6.1 

28.9 

1963             :  6.9 

10.3 

6.9 

6.3 

30.4 

1964  J 

\  7.9 

8.2 

7.8 

6.6 

30.5 

1965             X  8.2 

10.1 

7.6 

7.9 

33.8 

1966  ! 

5  9.5 

11.6 

9.8 

8.8 

39.7 

1967  i 

!  9.2 

10.5 

8.4 

8.3 

36.4 

1/  Additional  coverage  beginning  in  1964  accounted  for  approximately  4 
percent  more  pullets  than  previous  years. 
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Table  Ik. — Changes  from  the  preceding  year  in  selected  broiler 
industry  statistics,  I96O  to  date  1/ 


Year 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Mar. 


Apr.     ■  May 


June    \  July    [  Aug. 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


Pet. 


Pet. 


Pet. 


Pet. 


Pet. 


Pet. 


Pet. 


Pet. 


Pet. 


Pet. 


Pullet  chicks  placed  for  broiler  hatchery  sxipply  flocks 
7-1^  months  earlier  2/ 


2  months  to  expected  marketing  month 


Pet. 


Pet. 


i960  • 

-  1 

-  5 

-  9 

-Ik 

-17 

-20 

-23 

-2k 

-2k 

-22 

-18 

-11 

1961  '• 

-  6 

-  2 

2 

7 

13 

18 

21 

22 

23 

25 

2lt 

18 

1962  ■ 

13 

11 

9 

7 

2 

-  3 

-  6 

-  6 

-  6 

-  7 
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10 
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-  8 
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-11 
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Broiler 

chick  placements 

in  22 

or  23 

states 

advanced 

i960  . 
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0 

-  2 
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12 

19 
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2 

6 

7 
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6 
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It 
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7 
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13 

Ik 
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10 

9 

9 

8 
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3 

1 

3 

3 

0 

0 
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-  1 

-  3 

-  5 

-  3 

-  5 

0 

-  2 

-3 

-1 

Broiler 

prices 

received  by  U.  S. 

producers 

i960  = 

7 

k 

6 

8 

10 

11 

9 

6 

5 

5 

0 

-  3 
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-  5 

-  k 

-  7 

-lU 

-20 

-26 

-27 

-26 

-2U 

-24 

-16 

-  8 

1962  '• 

-  3 

-  3 

-  3 

-  1 

U 

11 

18 

27 
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12 

0 
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-  7 
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2 

3 

1 
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-  3 
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-  7 
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-  k 

-  2 

0 

5 

Prices  paid 

to  commercial  hatcheries 

for 

broiler-type  chicks  3/ 

i960  • 

-  6 

-  3 

7 

19 

28 

26 

25 

28 

31 

28 

23 

20 

1961  ■ 

18 

19 

13 

0 

-15 

-21 

-23 

-27 

-31 

-31 

-29 

-26 

1962  ' 

-22 

-20 

-19 

-16 

-11 

-  5 

It 

15 

23 

25 

20 

15 

1963  ■ 

11 

10 

12 

lit 

13 

6 

0 

-  6 

-  8 

-  8 

-  8 

-  9 

196it  • 
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-13 

-lit 
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-10 

-  5 

-  It 

-  3 

-  U 
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-  1 

U 
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10 

15 

18 

21 

19 

16 

n 

6 

0 

-  3 

-  5 

-  3 
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-  1 

0 

1 

2 

5 

7 

8 

9 

9 

6 

1 

-  5 
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-  7 

-16 

-19 
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-22 

-21 

-21 

-23 

-2U 

-22 

-17 

-11 
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-  9 

5 

11 

16 

Prices 

paid 

to  Georgia 

producers  for  hatching 

eggs 

i960  : 

7 

13 

22 

37 

1+3 

39 

36 

39 

1+1 

31+ 

26 

20 

1961  ; 

18 

21 

16 

1 

-15 

-22 

-2it 

-29 

-33 

-33 

-30 

-26 

1962  : 
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-2lt 
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-  3 

9 

2lt 

33 

3*^ 

28 

23 
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2lt 
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35 

29 

15 

5 

-  1 

-  1 

-  1 
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-12 
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-  1 

It 
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9 

13 
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16 

lit 
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0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

5 

5 
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7 

5 
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-  8 
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-13 

-13 
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-  3 

2 

5 

8 

1/  Fluctuations  in  monthly  data  reduced  by  the  use  of  3-month  moving  averages. 

2/  Total  January  I960  through  March  196O  and  domestic  thereafter. 

3/  U.  S.  average  prices  196O  throxjgh  November  I96I+  and  Georgia  price  thereafter. 
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